We compared traditional complement fixation (CF) with a new passive agglutination method, the Seradyn Color Vue (SCV) test (Seradyn, Indianapolis, Ind.), for detection ofMycoplasma pneumoniae antibodies in 170 stored serum samples. The SCV test was 90% sensitive in identifying as positive 27 of 30 CF high-titer (.1:64) serum samples and 100% specific in identifying as negative 134 of 134 CF low-titer (< 1:32) stored serum samples selected at random from freezer storage. The samples, collected from both hospitalized patients and outpatients, were received for mycoplasma antibody testing in our serology laboratory over the past 3 years. Upon their receipt in the laboratory, the samples were tested by CF. They were then frozen and stored at -20°C, and they remalned frozen until the present study was initiated. All sera were thawed and were tested by the SCV test. When the SCV test result agreed with the initial CF result, no further testing was done. When the SCV result did not agree with the initial CF result, the sample was retested in duplicate by both the SCV test and CF; the most frequent result (i.e., two of three determinations) was accepted as the result for that sample. In all calculations, the CF result was accepted as the true result for each sample.
Mycoplasma pneumoniae, a respiratory pathogen, causes up to 20% of all cases of pneumonia in humans (6 Although the SCV test package insert (12) indicates that the assay is intended for the qualitative determination of M. pneumoniae antibodies, the test is performed in a traditional quantitative serology format with twofold serial dilutions. With 74 serum samples that demonstrated antibody by both SCV and CF, sera that produced high titers in the CF test also produced high titers in the SCV test and sera that produced low titers in the CF test produced low titers in the SCV test (Table 2 ). Although we were not able to test paired serum samples to evaluate changes in titer, the favorable correlation of SCV and CF titers suggests to us that the SCV test, like the CF test, may be useful in quantitative determinations.
The SCV test was less sensitive than CF in detecting low levels of antibody (Table 1) . It detected antibody in 46 (69%) of 67 CF low-titer samples, and it was negative for 21 (34%) The manufacturer indicates that SCV reactions may be read after "at least 40 min" of incubation of the mixture (12) . We found that some results were readable at 40 min; however, we preferred a longer incubation period of >1 h, usually 2 h, in order to allow particles to settle completely and to produce more easily read reactions.
The SCV test includes testing of each serum sample against uncoated particles; this testing detects nonspecific agglutinins that react with the high-density particles rather than with the test antigen. When nonspecific agglutinins are present, the assay is invalid. Of the 170 samples tested in this study, 1 yielded invalid SCV results because of agglutination of the uncoated particles. The manufacturer of the SCV test predicts that nonspecific agglutinins will be found in 1 in 3,000 samples (12) . Two 
